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a positive way to talk about it. June 2,
2002, the Republicans raised the debt
limit by $450 billion. May of 2003, $984
billion. November of 2004, $800 billion.

Now, the next increase is going to be
for $781 billion more. $3 trillion since
President Bush and the Republican
House and the Republican Senate have
been in charge of this operation here.
And we just keep going and borrowing
and borrowing and borrowing from the
Japanese, the Chinese, the OPEC coun-
tries. And at the end it is mortgaging
the future of this country.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. When 1
began the hour I talked about imita-
tion being the sincerest form of flat-
tery so it is interesting to see that
they have now engaged in a little dia-
logue here.

This whole conversation has really
been a reflection of the culture of cor-
ruption and cronyism and incom-
petence. Whether it is the debt that
foreign countries owe, whether it is the
$8 trillion deficit that we have, wheth-
er it is the pitiful and disgusting re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrina or this
port deal that is deeply disturbing and
that brought up no national security
implications for this President or this
administration.

Before we close it out, Mr. RYAN, Mr.
MEEK, I do want to urge people to go on
the Washingtonpost.com website and
see the video that has just been re-
leased of President Bush being warned
about the dangers of Hurricane Katrina
before the hurricane hit and him not
asking a single question; him being
warned about the levee breaks, warned
about the people in the Superdome.
There is video. Washingtonpost.com.

We want to thank the Democratic
Leader NANCY PELOSI for the oppor-
tunity to be here and to spend time
with the American people. I know Mr.
RYAN will detail how people can reach
us, if they have comments, on our
website.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I would like to
thank Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. It is
good to have you back.

Mr. MEEK, congratulations again for
being elected to chair of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Foundation. You
are such a young member. Congratula-
tions for getting that reward from your
peers.

Www.HouseDemocrats.gov/
30Something. All of the charts that the
Members saw tonight can be accessed
off this website. The third party
validators. This is not KENDRICK MEEK
and DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and
TIM RYAN making this stuff up. These
are facts. And hopefully these facts
will lead to us recognizing that we are
not doing everything we can and hope-
fully we can get the country going
back in the right direction.

———
MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME
CONSIDERATION OF S. 1777,

KATRINA EMERGENCY ASSIST-
ANCE ACT OF 2006

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it be in order
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at any time to consider in the House
Senate bill (S. 1777) to provide relief for
the victims of Hurricane Katrina; that
the bill be considered as read; that the
amendment that I have placed at the
desk be considered as adopted; and that
the previous question be considered as
ordered on the bill, as amended, to
final passage without intervening mo-
tion except 1 hour debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure and one motion to recom-
mit which may not contain instruc-
tions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DENT). The Clerk will report the
amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment in the nature of a substitute
offered by Mr. SOUDER.

S. 1777

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Katrina

Emergency Assistance Act of 2006”°.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF UNEMPLOYMENT ASSIST-
ANCE.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, in the case of an individual eligible to
receive unemployment assistance under sec-
tion 410(a) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 5177(a)) as a result of a disaster dec-
laration made for Hurricane Katrina or Hur-
ricane Rita on or after August 29, 2005, the
President shall make such assistance avail-
able for 39 weeks after the date of the dis-
aster declaration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

————
COLOMBIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. SOUDER) is recognized for 60
minutes.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I sat here
and listened to the last special order. It
was the longest extensions of remarks
devoted to how to increase taxes in
America that I have heard.

It is one thing for the other party to
criticize us in spending and then vote
against every attempt to control the
budget. They can criticize us simulta-
neously as they did in the last hour for
not spending enough in education and
then not controlling the budget. There
was such inconsistency. We are clearly
in the season of partisanship, but the
harshness and tone and the misrepre-
sentation has been very uncomfortable.
And I hope that as we go through this
year we can have reasonable debate
over very, very difficult questions on
international trade, on how we manage
our deficit, on how we manage our tax
code, on how we manage our spending
without the tremendously aggressive
tone of partisanship that is increas-
ingly happening in America.
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I want to talk about a subject that
will hopefully be relatively bipartisan
as we move through. It certainly has
been in part. And there is a broader
issue that has come up, and that is re-
lated to the issue of Colombia.

Colombia, most of us think of, if I
ask you what do you think of, probably
the first thing you think of historically
would be coffee. Colombian coffee.
Juan Valdez and Colombian coffee. I
know in Indiana and at least me from
Indiana and many other people would
think Colombia is spelled like the Dis-
trict of Columbia. But it is not. If you
think it is not, just listen to the accent
when they go ‘‘Colombian coffee.” It is
C-0-L-O-M-B-I-A.

Colombian coffee and Juan Valdez
were established images in the United
States until about the eighties when
the number one thing Americans start-
ed to think about with Colombia was
cocaine.
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Almost all, 90-some percent, of the
cocaine that comes in the TUnited
States and all around the world comes
from Colombia. Almost all of our her-
oin and a high percentage of heroin
around the world comes from Colom-
bia. Now Afghanistan has kind of domi-
nated the world on heroin, but in the
United States while Asian heroin and
Afghan heroin is coming into the west
coast, most of the rest of the country
has either Colombian heroin or some
variation of Mexican heroin.

So now when many people think of
Colombia, if I say, oh, I am going to
Colombia, people go, well, do not get
shot. They do not think do not drink
too much coffee. They think do not get
shot, and that is partly because of the
book by Tom Clancy and then the
movie, ‘‘Clear and Present Danger,”
which talked about kind of the height
of the Medellin cartel. Then the book,
“Killing Pablo,” which then was fol-
lowed up with a movie about Pablo
Escobar running the Medellin cartel,
and the visions of Colombia from those
movies and books have really driven
the definition of Colombia.

What I want to do a little bit tonight
to lay this out is to tell you a little bit
about the history of Colombia; then
how, in fact, the drugs because of the
American drug habit and the European
drug habit, it is not domestic consump-
tion of cocaine and heroin that drove
the problems and the violence in Co-
lombia. It was U.S. and European drug
addictions that drove Colombia to the
situation where they are today.

Then what we have been doing in
Congress, starting under the Clinton
administration, moving to the Bush ad-
ministration, with Plan Colombia and
the Andean Initiative and some of the
impacts of that, and then finishing up
with some of the hope of Colombia,
which on Monday President Bush and
President Uribe of Colombia signed the
Colombian Free Trade Agreement and
what that would mean both for us and
for Colombia and for the Central Amer-
ican region.
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